
Progression of Grammar 
 

Year  Spellings 

Prefixes 

Suffixes 

Discuss 

grammatical 

terminology 

Co-

ordinating 

conjunctions 

Subordinating 

conjunctions 

Tense Adjectives Adverbs  Expanded 

Noun 

Phrases 

Fronted 

Adverbials 

Pronouns Preposition  Relative 

Clauses 

Vary 

clauses 

Passive 

voice 

Reception  Phonetically 

plausible 

sentences 

can be read 

by 

themselves. 

             

Year 1  

Un and  

–ing, –

ed, –er  

–est  
 

For year 1 and            

Year 2 -ment, -

ness, -ful, -

less, -ly) 

 

For year 2 and/ 

but/so 

when,if, 

that, 

because 

Simple 

past and 

present 

Yes Yes Yes       

Year 3 -ment, -

ness, -ful, -

less, -ly) 

 

For Year 3 and/but/so when, if, 

that, because 

Plus 

progressive 

Yes Time 

and 

cause 

Yes Yes      

Year 4 -ment, -

ness, -ful, -

less, -ly) 

 

For Year 4 and/but/so Plus although Plus 

perfect 

form 

Yes Time 

and 

cause 

Yes Marked 

with a 

comma 

To avoid 

repetition 

To express 

time and 

cause 

   

Year 5 -ment, -

ness, -ful, -

less, -ly) 

 

For year 5 and/but/so when, if, 

that, 

because, 

although 

To build 

cohesion 

within 

paragraphs 

Yes Time 

and 

cause 

Modified 

with 

prepositional 

phrases 

Of time, 

place and 

number to 

link 

paragraphs. 

To avoid 

repetition  

To express 

time and 

cause 

Who, 

which 

and 

that 

  

Year 6  -ment, -

ness, -ful, -

less, -ly) 

 

For Year 6 and/but/so when, of, 

that, 

because, 

although 

To build 

cohesion 

within 

paragraphs 

Yes Time 

and 

cause 

Modified 

with 

prepositional 

phrases 

Of time, 

place and 

number to 

link 

paragraphs 

To avoid 

repetition 

To express 

time and 

cause 

Who, 

which, 

and 

that 

Variety of 

clause and 

sentence 

structures 

Passive 

Voice 

For avoidance of doubt, a child is assumed to have achieved the statements in the previous year groups in order to be National Standard 

in their current year. 



Progression of Grammar 
 

 

Grammatical Term  Examples 

Adverbs for time and cause Suddenly, the fox jumped. 

 Yesterday, the fox jumped. 

Expanded noun phrase The quick, red fox jumped. 

Expanded noun phrase modified with preposition The quick, red fox jumped over the fence. 

Relative clause The quick red, red fox jumped over the fence, which was high. 

Vary clauses The quick, red fox jumped over the fence (which was high) into 

the chicken coop. Over the fence (which was high) the quick, red 

fox jumped. 

Passive Voice The fence was jumped over by the quick, red fox. 

 

 

 


